
Year 11 Information Evening 
Thursday 17th October 2024



Welcome
Mrs Edmunds – Assistant Headteacher



Welcome
Mrs Edmunds – Assistant Headteacher

This evenings Aims:

• Provide strategies to support your child with effective 
revision

• Discuss supporting the health and well-being of young 
people during year 11

• Give some specific advice about preparation for 
English, mathematics and sciences





Presented by: 

Tom Jones and Josh Diaper 

Sixth Form reflections – Revision 



Parental Support
Mrs Scott: Head of Year 11

Mrs S Scott  @ sscott@jogschool.org
Mrs J Addecott @ jaddecott@jogschool.org
Mrs J Taylor @ jtaylor@jogschool.org

Any concerns should be in the first instance sent to your child’s tutor: 

11A – Mr P Powell @ ppowell@jogschool.org
11B – Miss J Regan @ jreagan@jogschool.org
11C – Mr R Kilby @ rkilby@jogschool.org
11D – Miss R BOYD @ rboyd@jogschool.org
11E – Mr B Pope@ bpope@jogschool.org
11F – Mr F Lear@ flear@jogschool.org
11G – Mr P Lytra@ plytra@jogschool.org
11H – Mr G Heard or Ms S Clare. gheard@jogschool.org or 
sclare@jogschool.org
11I – Mrs S Clift @ sclift@jogschool.org
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Year 11 information evening 17th October 5.30pm
Mock GCSE exams 1* 2-13th December 2024
Year 11 parents evening*
Exam support workshop (target students)

23rd January 2025

Mock GCSE exams 2* 24th February-7th March 2025
Supporting your child drop in 28th February 9-11am
GCSE exams 5th May-20th June 2025
GCSE contingency day 
(if the exam board changes any GCSE exam 
dates, they could be any day up to and 
including this date)

25th June 2025

Year 11 Prom 26th June 2025

*Subject to change (we will let parents know should this happen)

Key dates for the year ahead





Parental Pressures



Parental Pressures



Do any of the following sound familiar?

“It’s too 
early to start 

revising”

“I haven’t got my 
books from 

school so can’t 
work on revision”

“I need to sort 
my room so I 

can 
concentrate”

“I should focus on 
XXX subject rather 

than wasting time on 
one I know I’m not 
going to do well in”

“I’m organising 
my notes”



Why revise? 
Memory performance over time

Time

After 10 
minutes

After 1 
day

After 2 
days

After 3 
days



Spacing
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What will effective revision in your 
household look/sound like?



Get organised – revision timetables

• Find out what you need to know for each subject.

• Start with your weakest areas.

• Either allocate a topic or area to each revision session or make a list of what 
needs to be done and tick it off as you go. 

• Don’t waste time deciding what to do – be ready to start revising! 

• Always leave a buffer slot which can be used if your plans change.

• Don’t let the timetable add to the stress! Use it as a guide to help you 
manage your time.



Title goes here



Title goes here
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Title goes here



What does effective revision 
look like in each subject?

Mrs A Perks – Head of Maths
Mrs A Foster – Head of Key Stage 4 English
Mr M Lee – Assistant Headteacher (Science)



Effective Maths Revision
Mrs A Perks – Head of Maths



GCSE MATHS  (AQA, CODE 8300):

THREE EXAM PAPERS

• PAPER 1 – THURSDAY 15TH MAY 2025 (AM)  - 1 ½ HRS – NON-CALCULATOR;
• PAPER 2 – WEDNESDAY 4TH JUNE 2025 (AM) - 1 ½ HRS – CALCULATOR;

• PAPER 3 – WEDNESDAY 11TH JUNE 2025 (AM) - 1 ½ HRS – CALCULATOR.

NOTE: 
• BOTH HIGHER AND FOUNDATION TIER EXAMS AT THESE TIMES;

• EACH PAPER IS EQUALLY WEIGHTED AND HAS A TOTAL OF 80 MARKS.

Provisional Exam dates – ALL STUDENTS:



Higher Tier

Foundation Tier



Formulae sheets for Summer 2025

Foundation
Higher



Revision Sessions

Maths revision sessions:
Wednesdays Before School (8 – 8.30 am in C42);
Other class specific sats (as on the revision prog);
Additional dates to be added later in the year.

Targeted intervention
Prior to the exams: Holiday maths revision;

Maths-Ready Breakfast session on morning of exam.



Equipment
• It is essential that students have the following equipment for exams and all lessons:

• BLACK pen
• Pencil
• Ruler
• eraser
• SCIENTIFIC CALCULATOR.

• Essential in exams and some lessons:
• Compasses
• Protractor

• Essential in Lessons:
• Green pen;
• Highlighter

• Also Recommended in exam:
• Sharpener
• Spare pen
• Green pen
• Highlighter.

Available on parent pay and also in most supermarkets 
and stationers.



• Fractions
• Surds
• Recurring decimals
• Prime factors
• Indices and roots
• Reciprocals
• Percentages
• Pi
• Trigonometry
• Simplifying ratios
• Standard Index Form



HOW to revise maths:
• Complete questions, not just reading over previous work or notes.

• This can involve:
• Past Exam Papers;
• Revision Workbook or graded booklet;
• Questions from a maths specific website, such as:

• https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/
• www.SPARXmaths.com
• www. corbettmaths.com/5-a-day/gcse
• https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk

• If unsure, you should then use one of the following to check:
• Class notes;
• Revision Guide;
• The Maths watch or SPARX maths website;
• Ask a maths teacher.

• Revision should be regular and sustainable.

https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/


All 
students 
WILL be 
given a 
copy of 
maths 
topics by 
grade



The revision guides and workbooks, for both Higher and 
Foundation are available via ‘Parent Pay’. 
There is also a revision guide aimed at the cross-over 
questions (those grade 4 and 5 questions common to 
both tiers).



REVISE
Simultaneous 
Equations

SPARX clips 
to use 
are…



Revision Cards



1. Double check what the question is asking you to do;
2. Highlight key information;
3. Explain what you are doing!
4. Write down the calculation, even when you are using a 

calculator;
5. Check if you need to include units;
6. Check whether the answer is sensible?
7. Remember to avoid misconceptions;
8. If possible check by doing the calculations again or in a different 

way – don’t just look at them.

Most Importantly: Keep positive and concentrate.

Exam Advice 



Effective English Revision
Mrs Foster– KS4 English lead



English Language
2 exams: both worth 50% of final GCSE grade.

Paper 1 - Explorations in Creative 
Reading and Writing (Fiction paper)

• 1 hour 45 minutes.
• One extract - fiction
• Section A-Reading = 4 questions based on 

the extract. 
• Section B-Writing = 1 extended writing 

question. (Descriptive/narrative writing.) 

Paper 2 – Writers’ Viewpoints and 
Perspectives (Non-fiction)

• 1 hour 45 minutes
• 2 extracts – non fiction (one pre 19th Century)
• Section A-Reading = 4 questions based on 

the extracts. 
• Section B-Writing = 1 extended writing 

question (non-fiction writing-letter, speech, 
article etc)

In both exams, section A and Section B are worth 40 marks each.



English Literature
2 exams

Paper 1 – 40% - Shakespeare and 
the 19th - century novel
• 1 hour 45 minutes. 

• Section A - Macbeth

• Section B - Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde (Frankenstein-
Mrs Marshall’s class)

Paper 2 – 60% - Modern texts and 
poetry
• 2 hours 15 minutes.

• Section A: An Inspector Calls (Pigeon English 
– Mrs Marshall’s class):

• Section B: Power and Conflict Poetry 
Anthology.

• Section C Unseen poetry

These are all closed book exams



What do you need to know?
For each of the set texts 
students should be revising 
the following:
• Plot
• Themes
• Characters
• Context
• Structure 
• Key quotations – need to 

have a range from across 
the text.

Start by making a list of 
each of these areas for 
each set text – then RAG 
rate them. 

Focus on the RED areas 
initially. Then, in a couple of 
weeks time, review this and 
see where you have made 
progress and which areas 
you still need to work on.



Title goes here

Revision Timetable



Mock Revision timetable



Click on curriculum 
and then subjects.

Then scroll down to 
the list of subjects 
and select English 
and Media studies

Scroll all the way to the bottom of 
the page to find the revision 
booklets.

Where to find our revision booklets



Revising for English Literature



Resources to support



Creating ‘mind-maps’ for questions

How does 
Priestley present 

social inequality in 
An Inspector 

Calls?

The Birlings are presented as a 
microcosm of an unjust, unequal 
society – the way they treat Eva is 
representative of the way the 
upper/upper middle classes treat the 
working classes as a whole
“As if a girl of that sort would ever 
refuse money” / “Girls of that class” 
(Mrs Birling)
“These girls aren’t cheap labour, 
they’re people” (Sheila)

The Inspector is used by Priestley to 
convey the author’s socialist message 
– that greater equality would lead to 
a better society. 
“There are millions and millions of 
Eva Smiths and John Smiths…” 
(Inspector Goole)

Priestley also uses the male 
and female characters to 
highlight the gender 
inequality in Edwardian 
England
“Is it the one you wanted me 
to have” (Sheila to Gerald)
“I hate those hard-eyed, 
dough-faced women” 
(Gerald) 

Priestley uses the changing stance 
of the younger generation (Eric 
and Sheila) to suggest there is 
hope for a more equal society
“It frightens me the way you talk” 
(Sheila)
“Why shouldn’t they ask for higher 
wages?” (Eric)



Speed Writing Challenges: 
5 minutes

Topic: Ambition in Macbeth
Challenge: Write as much as you can about this topic in 5 minutes. You do 
not need to paragraph and there does not need to be a clear structure or 

order to your thoughts. Write in sentences and get it all down!
After the 5 minutes, compare what you have written with your notes –

what have you missed? This will help to identify areas you need to revise.



Round the Clock Revision 
A ‘recall’ hour focusing on one text

1. Choose which text you will revise
2. Set your timer for 5 minutes
3. Choose a topic to focus on

4. Write what you think are the most important points and 
pieces of evidence for that topic in the 5 minutes – without 

looking at your notes or the text
5. Reset your timer, choose another topic and go again



Memorise key information using 
‘text maps’ 

Spend 15 minutes one day, turning a key passage of 
information (such as this ‘Frankenstein’ contextual 

information) or some key quotations from a literature 
text, into a ‘text map’.

The next day, spend 5 minutes trying to recall and 
write out the information or quotations, from your 

text map.

Repeat a couple of days later. Repeat again…



Using cue-cards to help you memorise key quotations

The most effective way is to turn the piece of information you need to memorise into a 
different format. 

Side 2

Hyde’s violence

Side 1

“with ape-like fury, he was trampling his 
victim under foot and hailing down a storm of 

blows”

• Simile -‘ape-like’ = Hyde as devolved form of 
man – link to Darwin

• Links back to chapter 1 (‘trampled calmly’)
• ‘Hailing’ suggests emotional coldness and 

aggression
• “storm” – wild and unpredictable

“with ape-like fury, he was trampling his 
victim under foot and hailing down a storm of 
blows”

Turn this into a cue card. 
• Side 1: quotation, highlighted words you would 

analyse, link to the point you make with it. 
• Side 2: a clue which will help you to recall it (a text-

map of the quotation or a symbol or image). 

Then use these to test yourself or ask someone else 
to test you.



Revising for English Language



“What do you mean, these exams will 
be about ‘unseen’ texts? How are we 

supposed to prepare?!”



Practise, practise, practise…

• Ask your teachers for example papers 
to complete under timed conditions 
and hand them in for feedback. 

• Buy an English language revision 
guide – there are practice questions 
in them, as well as examples of great 
answers. 

(available via ‘Parent Pay’)



Paper 1 section B – writing practice

Search online for interesting images. 
Remind yourself of the different descriptive writing features/methods.
Choose 3 aspects of the image to focus your description / narrative on.
Box up a ‘plan’ of what you will include when writing about each of the 3 
things.
Write it under timed conditions.
Check you have included a variety of descriptive writing features/methods.

Five senses
Adjectives and adverbs
Metaphors
Onomatopoeia
Unusual verbs
Similes

Contrasts and colours
Alliteration
Personification



Read a couple of newspaper articles each 
week

 Discuss them with a member of your family or a friend.
Get them to ask you questions about what you have read to 

check you have understood.
 Practise ‘speed reading’ and selecting 4 facts from one 

paragraph.
Identify words you are unfamiliar with and look them up – learn 

them.
Choose a paragraph and identify any language features used 

and for each one try to write a sentence about its effects on you 
as a reader: what did it make you think, feel, understand, 
imagine, want to do?



Effective Science Revision
Mr Lee– Assistant Headteacher, Science Teacher



Revision materials

Workbooks that go alongside 
the revision guides 

Revision question cards

Revision guides



What tier are you sitting?

Foundation

Higher



What Science course are you 
studying?

Combined

Triple



What is the name of the 
Science GCSE Exam Board?

OCR

AQA

Edexcel



AQA



Combined Exams

• 6 Papers = 2 x Biology, 2 x Chemistry, 2 x Physics 
• Each paper is 70 marks
• All the marks add up for a two grade score.
• For example a 9-9, 9-8, 8-8, 8-7 and so on.
• Can only do ALL higher or ALL foundation.



Triple Exams

• 6 Papers = 2 x Biology, 2 x Chemistry, 2 x Physics 
• Each paper is 100 marks
• You receive one grade each for Biology, 

Chemistry and Physics.
• You can do a combination of Higher and 

Foundation.



Higher vs Foundation

• Higher paper: U, 4, 5, 6,  7, 8, 9
• Foundation paper: U, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5



Revision materials

Workbooks that go alongside 
the revision guides 

Revision question cards

Revision guides



Home Study



Home Study



Home Study



Extra Revision



Revision sites

1. BBC Bitesize
2. SENECA
3. Cognito



Looking after your Wellbeing
Mrs Poole- Mental Health Lead



Examinations and stress

• These are high stakes examinations and your child will probably 
be feeling under pressure;

• This pressure is likely to grow between now and May;
• You might see some of the following behaviour signs:

• Increased highs and lows in mood and irritability;
• Increasingly argumentative;
• Disrupted sleep patterns;
• Becoming withdrawn;
• Complaining of stomach aches and headaches;
• Making negative statements about themselves.



Stress and exams

Threat

Exams

Challenge



Stress can be good…

• Stress is a normal experience when we have a challenging 
event. We can experience stress when learning something 
new.

• Our experience of “stress” is actually our body getting us 
ready to take on the challenge. A stress response is helpful 
as it can increase oxygen to the brain and improve 
attention, focus, energy and determination.

• Stress can work for a person. But it become bad when we 
evaluate events as a threat rather than a challenge and 
when we believe we don’t have enough resources to cope.



How to manage stress:

• Recognising their emotions

• Make sure your child eats well

• Help your child get enough sleep

• Be flexible during exams

• Be available

• Talk about exam nerves

• Encourage exercise during exams

• Do not add to the pressure

• Make time for treats



Support available:





Passport to the Prom
Mrs Edmunds- Assistant Headteacher









Week A 
program



Number of hours in school revision Reward
5 hours Small edible treat
15 hours Larger edible treat
30 hours Voucher
50 hours Free prom ticket

Can YOU get your free prom ticket??



Number of hours in school revision Reward
5 hours Chocolate lolly
15 hours Chocolate bar
30 hours Voucher
50 hours Free prom ticket

Can YOU get your free prom ticket??



• Results photo



Final reflections

• Provide strategies to support your child with effective 
revision

• Discuss supporting the health and well-being of young 
people during year 11

• Give some specific advice about preparation for 
English, mathematics and sciences









Your presenters today:
Mrs Edmunds (General/Exams)

Mrs Scott (General/Pastoral)
Mrs Perks (Maths)

Mrs Foster (English) 
Mr Lee (Science)

Mrs Poole (Mental Health)
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